Lesson Q16: Eschatology
The Last Things

Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults




Opening Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life,
You are the light of the world,
You are the door
You are the good shepherd,
You are the resurrection and the life,
You are the way, the truth and the life,

We pray this in your Holy and Majestic name,



Eschatology

1 Greek for “last things.”
The part of theology
focused on the afterlife:

— Death

— Judgment

— Heaven

— Hell

— Purgatory

— Second Coming of Christ
— Resurrection of the body




Opening Scripture
1 Peter 1:3-9, 13-16

3l2lBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who In his great mercy gave us a new birth to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead,

“to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you

>who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith,
to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final
time.

6[blIn this you rejoice, although now for a little while you
may have to suffer through various trials,

"so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious
than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire,
may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3-9&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-34696a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3-9&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-34699b

Opening Scripture
1 Peter 1:3-9, 13-16 (Continued)

8 Although you have not seen him you love him; even
though you do not see him now yet believe in him, you
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ®as you
attain the goal of [your] faith, the salvation of your
souls.

13[alTherefore, gird up the loins of your mind,!2! [ive
soberly, and set your hopes completely on the grace to
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

14 ike obedient children, do not act in compliance with
the desires of your former ignorancelc! 15but, as he who
called you is holy, be holy yourselves in every aspect
of your conduct, °for it is written, “Be holy because |
[am] holy.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13-16&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-34706a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13-16&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-34706b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13-16&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-34707c

Catechism of the Catholic Church

1 “Christ is Lord of eternal life. Full right to
pass definitive judgment on the works and
hearts of men belongs to Him as Redeemer
of the world.”

— CCC 679

1 These sections in the Catechism will help
you understand Catholic teaching on the
“last things.”

— CCC 668-682
— CCC 988-1060



Symbolon Video

The Last Things
Part 1, Session 10
40 Minutes



Heaven

1 Eternal life with God and the saints. Heaven
is the goal of all human life, “ultimate end and
fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the
state of supreme, definitive happiness.” (CCC

1024)




Hell

1 A state of “definitive self-exclusion from
communion with God and the blessed...eternal
separation from God” (CCC 1033, 1035). To be in
hell after death requires a person to die in mortal
sin and his or her free choice to reject God’s
merciful love and refuse to repent.




Purgatory

# The state of eternal life in which those who have been
judged worthy of heaven but are imperfect at the time
of death undergo a final purification. The sufferings in
purgatory are not the same for all, but proportioned to
each person’s degree of sinfulness. Moreover, these
sufferings can be lessened in duration and intensity
through the prayers and good works of the faithful on
earth.




Purgatory

a1 Purgatory is not a punishment [like Hell], but a means
of accomplishing perfection and justice.

@ Consider Purgatory as a merciful provision from a
loving God who wants salvation for all who truly seek

forgiveness and mercy.




The Communion of Saints
(United As One Mystical Body of Christ)

1 On Earth
— The Church Militant

1 In Purgatory
— The Church Suffering

1 In Heaven
— The Church Triumphant

IR D e N
e\ i
| R '$ N “/ F 2 7 :

f 4 ” 'l.!

INDULGENCES
GRATITUPE




Free Will

1 Humanity’s authentic
capability, uniquely
bestowed to us by God, to
act according to a knowing
and free choice that is
personally motivated and
prompted from within, not
under blind internal
Impulse nor by mere
pressure. This freedom
allows us to cooperate
with divine grace and
choose the good, but also
to commit mortal sin and
ultimately reject God.

“If a thing is free to be
good it is also free to
be bad. And free will
iIs what has made evil
possible. Why, then,
did God give them
free will? Because
free will, though it
makes evil possible,

is also the only thing
that makes possible
any love or goodness
or joy worth having.”
- C.S. Lewis,

The Shocking Alternative,
“Mere Christianity™

cslewis



Second Coming

2 The return of
Christ and
fulfillment of God’s
kingdom in the
“new heavens and
a new earth.”
Scripture reveals
that some worldly
tribulation will
precede this event.
Also called the end
times.

1 Nicene Creed.




The Rapture
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FYI...This is Not Catholic Teaching

man kn,
Kingdom of Christ Eph 5:5 ‘xkoo day_or hOH,Q
begins on Pentecost. Col 1:13 L %, -
Jesus sits on throne e
Mede-Persia Greece of David Acts 2:30-36 Rome Falls , Resurred'lon Of
539 BC 330BC May 20, 30 AD 397 AD g 3 saved and losf
| 1 1 1 1 1 | Dan 12:2-3: 1 Cor 15:23-27|
| | | 1 1 1 Mt 25:46; Jn 5:28-29
Babylon Gold Silver Bronze Iron/clay Church of Christ o A_II dca_d raised
Nabopolassar Lion Bear Leopard Beast Rom 16:16 : imperishable
626 BC ;

The 5 kingdoms of Daniel 2,7,8 Al :;::;anged

Kingdom =T into imper_ishasble
Abraham’s Decree of Zerubbabel Temple Herod begins g TmHS_ Desltmys No warnings 11TC}1%;;54§15)5-_187
Tower of lendpromise  Babylonian  Cyrus ~ Temple e e Pentecost Zoch 14-1-8 In twinkling
Creation Flood Babel Josh21:43-45 Captivity  Ezra 1:1 Completed  Epiphanes Temple May 24 Lk 21:20 Today?
4108 BC 2452 BC 2275 BC 1350 BC 587 BC 538BC 516BC 167 BC 20 BC 33AD 70 AD Today or 5000 AD?

o Battle of Virgin e nkos] Apostacy
quakes)
o Issus Birth tribulation Th 2:3

HS Last Days: Heb 1:2; Ax 2:17; oel 2:28; Jas 5:1; 1 Pe 1:20»@

Angels Gen 1:1 ; 31BC Mt 24:14
ngil Ex 20:11 Solomon’s Battle of Lk 21:20

Actium o . "
4108 BC Pyramids Temple Medo-Persia Greece Rome Christ Messiah Abomination Rome
Six, 24 hour 200Bc  967BC Babyi Silver Bronze Iron bom _ Cutoff  §fDesolation Falls
day creation. ot AL Bear Leopard Beast 2BC Fri-3Aprl33AD ™ jorsalem 397 AD

103 Elements of &old, Lion 538 BC 332BC_63BC (dutian Lk21:2024  Dan 2:34-35

Periodic Table 605 BC 458 409 490 years to the day 26 + j i 103 Elements of
Resurrection

7th year of (Gregorian Calendar) odi
Dan 2,7 o yearof |l | Periodic Table

3 April 458 17 wksll 62 weeks Tiwk  3Aprl33AD do not exist
(Gregorian) (49 yrs) (434 years) (7yrs)  (Gregorian) 2 Pe 3:10

N e
70 weeks (490 yrs) of Daniel 9:24-27 Rev 20:11
Physical Temple 967 BC l<<———1000 years 33 AD Spiritual Temple: Church
of Solomon (Literally 999, no zero) —_—t Second spiritual resurrection of
First continuous spiritual resurrection when born again  unsaved at second coming
faith repentance 4\ confession baptism &
Mk 16:16 Acts 2:38 Ax 8:36-38 /1 Pet 3:21 j £2

Second Coming & satan 1000 year reign of Christians with Christ gatan &
End Of world Chr°n°|°gy Bound Rev 20:1-7 released

Second
Coming
First spiritual death First spiritual resurrection Second spiritual resurrection Second spiritual death
when all sin when Christians are saved of unsaved wicked in lake of fire
Gen 2:17; Isa 59:1-2 Rev 20: 6; Jn 3:5 at second coming for wicked
Lk 15:24; 1 Ti 5:6 Eph 2:3-6; Col 2:12 Rev 20:5 Rev 20:14

%tﬂenveNRHUdN d'.bi ble.ca/rapture.htm 1000 Year Reign of Revelation 20:1-7

Nebuchadnezzar
605 BC




The Resurrection of the Body

2 Like Jesus Christ, we will receive a Resurrected Body
at His Second Coming.
1 We profess this each Sunday in the Nicene Creed.

1 God created us to have both a soul and a body.




Final Judgment

1 The final encounter with
Christ during which all of
humanity will be judged
and the just and the unjust
are eternally separated.
“The last judgment will
reveal even to its furthest
consequences the good
each person has done or
failed to do.” (CCC 1039)

1 This general judgment is
distinct from a person’s
particular (personal)
judgment, which happens
at the time of our death




The Kingdom of God

1 Catechism of the Catholic Church,
Paragraphs 541 — 570

1 The “Kingdom of God” was brought to earth
through the Incarnation of Jesus Christ. He s
the Kingdom of God. [Past]

1 The “Kingdom of God” is present on earth
through Christ’s Body...the One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church. [Present]

1 The “Kingdom of God” is yet to come through
the Second Coming of Christ and the perfect
unification of Himself to His Bride, the
Church. [Future]



Any Questions or
Comments Regarding
“Last Things?”



Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you created us,
you know us and you love us. We are fully known
and completely loved by you. Though we fail you,
you have never turned your back on us, you remain
faithful forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for your sacrificial
love. You lived the perfect life we could never live
and died the death that we deserved so that we can
be forgiven and live for eternity with you.

Holy Spirit, we thank you that you convict us of our
sin, assure us of your forgiveness and empower us
for our lives. Triune God, we glorify you today.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.




